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THE WOLLONGONG TOWN HALL PIPE ORGAN 
Builder · R. W. Sharp 
The late Alderman George Hanlay proposed that investigations be made into 
the acquisition and installation of a pipe organ in the new Town Hall. 
An investigating Committee, headed by the former Mayor, Alderman A. Squires, 
advised by Mr. S. Palmer, Arch itect, conferred with Mr. W. Mehaffey, Acoustics 
Engineer · Australian Broadcasting Commission and member of the Organ Society 
of New South Wales, and recommended the installation of a mechanical pipe 
organ modelled on the European instruments of the 17th Century. It was found 
that the modern trend in organ installations had tended away from the cumbersome 
and slow pipe organs of the 19th Century, back to the smaller and craftsman-
built instruments of the 17th Century. 
These organs required the builder to have great skill and craftsmanship to give 
the fine and delicate tonal qualities and responses which characterised them. 
Very few organ builders in the world today are capable of building organs of this 
quality. 
Australia is fortunate to have such a person in Mr. R.W. Sharp of Sydney. Mr. 
Sharp has been bu ilding organs of this quality for nine years. He has built organs 
for the Australian Broadcasting Commission, St. Mary's Cathedral , The Knox 
Grammar School and ten churches and denominational schools. He was com-
missioned to design the pipe organ for the Sydney Opera House and travelled 
overseas in connection with this project. The Wollongong Town Hall Pipe Organ 
was the thirteenth organ he built. 
SPECIFICATION: 
Pedal 
Subass 16 
Prinzipal 8 
Oktav 4 
Mixtur 111 
Posaune 16 
Schalmey 4 
3 couplers 
2 tremulants 
4 combination pistons 
Hauptwerk 
Prinzipal8 
Rohrflote 8 
Oktav 4 
Nasat 2 2/3 
Oktav 2 
Terz 1 3/5 
Mixtur 1V 
Trompete 8 
mechanical key action 
electric stop action 
case - Tasmanian blackwood 
front p1pes · burnished tin 
Posit iv 
Gedackt 8 
Prinzipal 4 
Rohrpfeife 4 
Blockflote 2 
Quint 1 1/3 
Sesquialtera 11 
Scharff 11 
Krummhorn 8 
R. (BOBBIE) V. GRANT · SOMETIME ILLAWARRA BANDMASTER 
As a Soprano Cornet player, Bobbie Grant was held in the highest of esteem 
in both Australia and overseas. His first competition success was in Hobart in 
1898 and his last at Rockdale in 1955. 
R.V. Grant was born in Hobart and studied under J . J . McCann, organist and 
piano teacher. He played the flute and piccolo in St. Mary's Boy's Band which 
eventually changed to a brass band. 
